Pair looks to spread the word on solar power savings

Contined fram E1

canserve that power by wsing
a% Little as potsible But on that
night, ke wanted his Hghts o
réach out inlo the dark and
Serve as 8 symibal of the viebili-
iy of salar power

Mow, Pounirese and ellow
Westport resident Mark Pizzi, a
buasiness consultant and entre-
preneur, are reaching out to the
eammunlly ta iry o encoursge
ne0re people 1o Install solar en-
GFEY Aysiems.

The palr received a LS. De-
partment of Energy grant for
510,000 aml a matching grant
from the Cennesticut Clean En-
ergy Fund to s#l up seminars
on haw snlar energy works.
They are planaing to hold a se-
ries of talks in the region next
year about the beneffis of in
stalling & salar power system.

Thelr seminars might at
tract more aitention in the fece
of arate inerease requesied by
Conmnectiewt Light & Power Ca,
that could drive up user bills by
16.7 pereent In 3005

CLEP has filed a petition

with the Deparmment of Fablic
Urilisy Conirol 1o rakse rabes on
its 1.1 million customers to cov-
of the rising costs of electriclty
generation, CLE&F =ald that
higher prices for fusl, like oil
and patural gas, bns foroed gen-
erators, from wheom CLE&R buys
eleciricity, to ralse prices
CLEP contends it has to recoy-
er those costs from its cus
tomers, Hew federsal
regulations are also forcing
prices up in the state due to in-
adequate transmission lines In
southwest Connecticut,

Those regulations require
pecple who live in areas where
electricity cannaot be transmii-
ted efMiciently to pay more for
eloctrisity

“Fairflekd County |s rlpe for
the acceptance of solan™ Fird
said,

Bath men said the technalo-
gy has matured cver thesears
and is now made by & variety of
compantes, inclieding Palrfield
based General Electric Cao
They said it is an affordabio
way to bring ebeciricity Into
homes and businesses Inm an

area that kas problems moving
cleciricity amund  Rountres
sald he neacporated solar amnd
other energy-saving systems in
many of the bublldihes he do-
aifmns.

But thelr best arguménts
may be Rountree's eloctricity
bills. He said that, since ko
stalling his system, his bills
have besn éut by onedhird to
pne-quarter, depending on the
tkme of year He now pays be-
tween 250 and 570 a month, ha
snfd, with the price going ap
when he uses air conditboning.
Ieo Ealid.

Another benefid he gets from
the sysiem is that when it §s
particulariy sunny aut, he aciu-
ally sells slectrizity to the grid
and recelves a crediton his bill
Basleally, hie electricity meter
runs backwards ol (those limes,
he zald.

Hounires's sysiem oost age
provimately 314000, Inchiding
installation fees. Bul the pood
news for peaple wish want 1o da
this today 1s that part of those
eosts will be coversd by the Cen
mecticut Clean Energy Pund.

']'hc CCEF is offering re
bates of up to 25,000 per homwe.
Thoe rebata wvarfes hy the
amount of elecirleliy the sys-
tom produces. and the pay-
ments aro sent directly 1o an
authorized installer

There are oight inetallers
who have been approved to do
the work in Connecticut, and
CCEF can provide a list for in-
teresied people,

Pizzl is himsell looking to
insinll a sysiem mi his home,
but ke =aid he doesnt have a
roof that faces souih. The pan-
els have to face south in order
to catch as much of the sun as
posstble, he snid, So Flzzi is ex-
Moring the possibility of erect-
ing solor ponels In his
hackyard.

Consact the Connecticud Clean
Emergy Frnd ai (Be) S63-0015
Jor imfrmorion on selor energy
opfioas, or pisdl the group’s Web
it @i e ciclra NEREr g LOFE.

Fob Varnom, who covers
business, can be reached af
ITREZIE,




