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State invests in solar panel program

Richard Les

-ﬂ-mm Business Editor
The Connecticut Clean Energy Fund
has approved 52 million to encourage
restdents to q:].:r solar panels on their
homes, and & es't'li'\(:r: architect expects

to be busy as & result

Westport architect and resident John
Rountree, with Mark Pizzi, another West-
port resident, recently received a $10,000
grant from the 1.5, mcm of Ener-
£Y to promode the ins ion of solar en-

trgﬁlcmtls in Fairfizld l.";nunt'_!.-
only other state recipient of a
310,000 grant was Thomas Filbum, a

enginecring professor &t the

Westport architect to help with installations

Unm:rsu:.r of Hartford, who will educate
lers, businesses and propenty own-
ers in the rest of Conneclicut.

The three were among an audience of
about 60 people who attended the inital
statewide meeting of Solar Connecticut
yesterday at the Wesiport Library. The
session included solar pare] installation
bustnesses, educators, Architects  and
homme and businesses owners interested
in leaming more about the benefits of so-
lar technology.

Rountree and Pirel, a business consul-

tant and marketing specialist, will use the
grant to make presentations to the public,
en }l;mtrs, architects and solar system in-
T8
The state’s assistance pmgra_m should
provide an incentive to ¥ WHers
to consider installation nPEmlm'ﬂ]mt or
electricity-producing pancls, or passive
witer heating panels, Rountrec said,
acding that several other states offier sim-
ikar programs,
three-year residential program
provides installers with incentives that

will be w:lmhjﬂjm:ualmnmm A

the fan of rehates. Paticipation by in-

stallers l:- hm"':'if o these selected
vt~ mpm-tl MOCERs.

A list of i %J:uwj he re-

leased by next month.

“With the state incentives, it becomes
affordable,” smd Rountree, who has had
solar panels on his ml:li' for Ihn:: YEArs,

The I'ﬁd:rnJ of the

rﬁ % Mul Solar

Roofs Pa.nnmhlp which has a gual of

having solar panels on 1 million roofs in
the United States by 2010,

“They're about one-quarier of the way
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