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there with 230,000,  said
Rountree, who sees solar ener-
5}- as a way to reduce the bur-

en on the state’s eleciric dis-
tribution system. “"We believe
Fairfield County has a strong
d::mnﬁmphic.-: for this. It has a
high level of affluence. Our
goal is to build an infrastruc-
lure to get solar business going
in Fairfield County.™

Rouniree has set what he
said is a conservative goal of
500 solar el systems in the
c:uunt}r'!_#r 010,

One Pizzi and Rouniree’s
challenges will be to educate
building officials, architects
and installers about solar panel
insiallation.

The idea that Connecticut’s

sky is cloudy too often, pre-
venting dependable use of so-
lar panels. is a myth, said
Charles Moret, managing di-
rector of investments for the
Connecticut Clean Energy
Fund

“It's a clean technology and
here tﬂd&‘;l. It works in Con-
nectcut. We have as many sun-
ny days as Miami.” Moret said.
“Our goals also is to create
jobs in Connecticur.”™

He noted that the Westport
Country Playhouse's construc-
tion plan includes photovoltaic
an: 5, and the city of Stam-

ord also uses 1n solar technol-

nge:;r 3
ith the assistance of the
Connecticut © Clean Energy
Fund, Stamford has install a
bank of photovoltaic solar pan-
cls on the roof of its recycling

-

center. A dedication ceremony
is planned next weck.,

olar panels also are bein
considered for the Academy o
Information Technology, a
Stamford magnet school.

Yoav Palatnik, director of
business development at Ener-
gy 360, a Stamford cnmil_giy
conservation firm, said 5
company was involved in the
installatton of a solar-powered
lighting system at Kosciuszko
Park in Stamford.

Energy 360 is planning solar
anel projects in Redding and
orwa

“The state assistance is fan-
tastic,” Palatnik said, predict-
ing that there will be more use
of solar, wind and fuel ccll en-
ergy in the future. “A lot de-
p?ndls on the price of a barrel
of oil.”



