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Right now, solar panels are in-
stilled on the roofs or in the yands of
only 17 private residences  in
Connecticut, but Mark Piesi and
John Rountree of Westport hope that
during the next five vears, 300 area
hioimies will becomse equipped 16 tim
the sun's rays into electric cument,
meeting a pomion of residents’
power needs and reducing their
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Rebate Program Intended to Encourage Solar Energy Installations

monihly utility hills.

Pizri hokds o master of business
silministration degree and has stud-
ied solur energy from 3 marketing
standpoint, while Rountree s an
grchitect who specializes in design-
ing buildings with solar  installa-
tions. The two advocates for splas
energy. co-directors of a group
called Solar Conpecticut Sowth,
recently presended their message o
bocal ressdents al the Monvalk Pablic

Solar photovoltaie eells, or PV
cells a5 they are called, were firsd
wsed i the 19508 10 provide power
for orbiting satelfites, Rotnree said.
One of several examples be dis-
played ot the seminar fooked like o
prop from Srar Trek: than, Bloe.
phout four inches square, with =2
crysialling reflective material bursed
under its smooth clear plustic sur-
face. Rountree said a solar PY cell is
2 series of semiconduciors made
from siicome, which is extractied
from sancl Foe pesidential or com-
mercial use, @ mumber of cells are
combined 1o make a panel, and each
panel, acoonding to Charlie Moret, a
CCEF director, produces sboul 130
watls of power, An armangement of
pancks in a particular installation oa
s residential or commercial roof is
ealled an “armay,”

The pancls prodoce dinsst cuar-
rent, which is passed through a
device called an inverter that con-
verts it ingo 120-volt aliemating cur-
fent, 50 that the power is identical to
thal supplied to homes by ublity
CAHTIpENes.

condinuad on nart page

Library., “IT yoa're o this noom
onight you'ne part of a fulerum,”
Pz smad, suggesting that inberest in
solar energy B8 “al the poini of
break-off 16 the next level™

A big reason for Piezi's optimism
about the prospects For solar energy
in Connecticut is a rebade progrom
that makes the technology more
affordable to state homeowners.

The program is administered by
the Conmecticut Clean Energy Fund,
a nonprofit state agency with a man-
date (o invest in compandes produc-
ing clean-energy products and scr-
vices and to educate the public sboul
clean technologies suwch as solar
panels, wind nerbines and fuel cells
andd the generation of emergy from
bicmess — agricubium! and wood
waste muleriol. The CCEF has
mwarded & grant  to Solar
Connecticut South to promote the
program in & series of community
meelings in Fairfield County, Solar
Connecticut Soith — and #s coun-
terpart, Solar Conpecticut North,
which serves the rest of the sae —
alko receives funding [rom the
Department of Energy's Million
Solor Roofs Inittabve, which sup-
ports statzs’ and local communities”
efforts o edocate the public about
solar energy,

Under the CCEF program, each
resident who mstalls s solar elecinc
syslems on his or ber home is enti-

ted i a rebate of 35 for every wall

of power the panels produce, up to a
maximum af 525 000 for 5,000 kilo

Conribated phalg
John Rountree, @ Westport architect who specializes in designing
buildings with selar installafions, recently presented a message fo local
residents al the Norwalk Public Library.

walts. The rebate also s availablé 1o
owmners of commencial and indosin-
al uikbings,

“Mow Connecticut is shaping up
ta be a leader [in solar energy], with
somee 0f the best rebales im the coan-
trv. said Rountree. Acconding 1o a
CCEF fuct sheel, a wolal of 33 ml-
lion is availoble undef the rebate
progrm




